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Skinwalker Ranch (previously known as Sherman 
Ranch, often known as UFO Ranch) is a roughly 
500-acre secluded property in Northeastern Utah. 
Skinwalker is surrounded by Ute Indian Reservations 
on almost all sides. Although, members of the Ute 
Indian Tribe refuse to step foot on the ranch. This is 
due to a Navajo curse put onto the land long ago as 
revenge on the Utes for their treatment of the Navajo 
Indians. Utes and Navajos alike will tell you that the 
ranch is “in the path of the skinwalker”. 

Since the 1950’s (and possibly much earlier) 
Skinwalker Ranch and all nearby areas in Uintah 
County have been a UFO and paranormal hot spot. 

Documentation at the ranch began seriously in 1994 
when ranchers Terry and Gwen Sherman bought 
the ranch and moved onto the property with their 
two young children. The Sherman’s only remained 
at Skinwalker for two years due to the constant 
strangenesses that plagued them. The Sherman’s 
lost over 20% (compared to their usual 1%) of their 
prized Angus cattle over the first year, often having 
them go missing, or finding them in different parts of 
the ranch either dissected or drained of their insides 
through their anus. There was never once blood at 
the scene.



Other strange phenomena occurred regularly, such 
as objects being relocated or missing, strange bright 
lights in the sky, and large animals and animal prints 
they were convinced couldn’t be real.

The Sherman’s did not know the legend of the curse, 
or the reputation of the Uintah basin (at least 50% 
of its occupancy had witnesses anomalous flying 
objects) when they purchased the land. The couple 
noticed excessive deadbolts on the doors and 
windows of their homestead, both inside and out, 
guessing the previous tenants were paranoids. The 
Sherman’s also chalked up the “no digging on this 
land” clause as something thought up by the quirky 
prior owners. The family was given no real warning 
of what they were about to endure.

In 1996 the Sherman family was relieved to sell 
the farm to (now billionaire) hotel mogul and 
philanthropist, Robert Bigelow. He purchased the 
480-acres for $200,000, with the agreement that the 
Sherman’s would stay quiet about the stories of the 
ranch. “It’s just been a bad deal all the way around” 
Terry Sherman is said to have commented on the 
sale of the ranch, on which he lost money. He had 
two higher offers, but was too fearful to put another 
decent family at risk.



Bigelow had a long-standing interest in the unknown, 
space exploration, and consciousness after death. 
He is the individual who has spent the most money, 
several millions, on supporting the investigation 
of fringe topics, mainly UFOs. In 1995 he founded 
National Institute for Discovery Science (NIDS or 
NIDSci) to further the knowledge of ufology and the 
paranormal. 

“We don’t study aliens, we study anomalies.”

After obtaining the Skinwalker Ranch, Bigelow found 



it important for the government to create Advanced 
Aerospace Threat Identification Program (AATIP). 
AATIP was an unclassified, top secret “Unidentified 
Aerial Phenomenon Task Force”, attempting to 
collect data on UFOs, with support from some 
members of the democratic party. The program was 
lead by Army counterintelligence special agent Luis 
Elizondo, who would go onto quit the Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence in The 
Pentagon (OUSDI), and disbared the conduct of the 
department, when asked about his resignation.

In the infamous New York Times article it was 
revealed that the DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency) 
did work with Bigelow’s team, with funding by the 
Pentagon. That contract lasted until 2012, with 
rumors that it lasted beyond 2017. Bigelow received 
criticism on this multi-year research at Skinwalker 
Ranch, as it seemingly yielded no hard evidence.

“It would be hard to argue that either the military or 
the public got their money’s worth.”



The funding total was $22 million over 5 years, and 
Bigelow was a recipient of a majority of it. AATIP 
created a 494-page report that documented alleged 
worldwide UFO sightings over several decades. 
Many unidentified aerial phenomenons (UAPs) were 
seen in the Uitah basin. Susan Gough, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman, confirmed the legitimacy of three or 
more videos included in the report.

“Part of a larger issue of an increased number of 
training range incursions by unidentified aerial 

phenomena in recent years.”

In 2016 Skinwalker Ranch was sold for a heaping 
$4.5 million to Adamantium Holdings (an anonymous 
shell corporation). It was much later revealed who 
was the new ranch owner was: Brandon Fugal, a 
self made real estate tycoon in Utah, chairman of 
Colliers International. He blocked off the public road 
going through and upped security on the ranch. 
He sought after the ranch for similar reasons as 
Bigelow, anomalous phenomena. 

“Science and discovery are what drive me. It’s not 
money. It’s not that I’m obsessed with UFOs or little 

green men or cattle mutilations or shape-shifting 
demonic entities. I have no idea if aliens exist.”  

Fugal explained.



In 2020 Fugal announced both that he was the 
owner of the ranch, and more unexpectedly, that 
he had reached an agreement with The History 
Channel, allowing them free reign to film at the 
ranch. Previously, the ongoings at Skinwalker 
Ranch had been kept under lock and key, snippets 
occasionally leaked, but otherwise it was mostly 
rumors and hearsay. Letting a camera crew on the 
property the first time ever was a big deal for the 
ranch and all those intrigued by its reputation. No 
one was certain how the ranch would react, but 
Fugal and his team were certain it would.



Photo by Brandon Fugal

Those who have the means, such as Bob Bigelow 
and Brandon Fugal, have found it important for this 
under-funded division of research to be conducted, 
backing it with their personal earnings.

“My journey is unique -- going from focusing 
exclusively on building the largest commercial 

real estate operation in the Intermountain West, to 
funding efforts regarding frontier science efforts.” 

Brandon Fugal has had a decades-long interest 
in the ranch. As a devout Christian, it made him 
question his faith, and everything he had been 
taught about the universe.







LORE



In this area the Utes and Navajos lived in harmony, 
until white Mormon settlers came in. In 1861 
President Abraham Lincoln established the Uitah 
Indian Reservation, due to the disputes and 
violence between the whites and the natives. The 
harsher area established for the Utes was 150 
miles East, and soon enough the white settlers 
were encroaching on their designated land. The 
boundaries shrank, all through the 1870s and 1880s. 
This only worsened once Gilsonite was discovered, 
and mining began. 

SKINWALKERS



The stakes and tensions were already high, and then 
the Buffalo Soldiers came, and the free masons, 
and the Utes and Navajos were quickly losing their 
footing on the land that was rightfully, legally theirs.  
Once the Utes began siding with the colonizers, 
giving up Navajos for slaves, in desperate attempts 
at an upper hand, the Navajos put a curse on 
the land, and since it has been deemed “Unholy 
Ground”.

A skinwalker is a shaman or witch in Navajo legend 
who can embody “trickster” animals, usually coyotes, 
wolves, foxes or bears, either partially or entirely, 
and can gain their skills, strength, and physical 

abilities. Skinwalkers 
are sinister, or 
have ill intent, often 
seeking revenge and 
retribution. A harmful 
mysterious ritual is 
done by a witch or 
medicine man (of 
any gender), using 
the animal’s pelt to 
harness its power.



Some say a skinwalker 
appears like a large dog or 
werewolf, others will tell you 
that you could come across 
a skinwalker and never 
be the wiser. Skinwalkers 
are known to be nearly 
impossible to kill, and can 
run with incredible speed.

During his early days at the 
ranch, after he brought his 
cattle, in attempts to protect them, Terry Sherman 
shot what he first believed to be an enormous 6-foot 
wolf, later believed to be a skinwalker, 2 times with 
his Magnum, and 2 times with his 30 06 rifle. The 
last shot going straight through the animal. The 
beast did not attack him, but took off seemingly un-
wounded into the woods behind it. 

The story goes that either the ranch is in the path of 
the skinwalker because it is seeking vengeance on 
behalf of the Navajo, killing the cows and tormenting 
the inhabitants, or something stranger, such as a 
worm hole or tear in the universe, hidden above the 
homesteads. 
 



“These are not things that need or should be 
discussed by outsiders.” Adrienne Keene, Native 

American writer and historian.

The one unifying fact that all will agree on when 
it comes to skinwalkers is that you do not speak 
of them, and avoid using the term entirely. It 
is understood that skinwalkers not only have 
heightened sense, but know when they are being 
considered or looked for, and do not take kindly to it.

GILSONITE

Gilsonite is a lightweight organic material that 
originates from the solidification of petroleum. 
Asphaltites like Gilsonite are found in oil-bearing 



Cattle

sedimentary basins. Gilsonite became valuable as 
it is has many uses such as ink, paints, varnishes 
and asphalt. The basin to this day hosts the world’s 
largest deposits of Gilsonite.

“Gilsonite is remarkable for its unusual geologic 
origin, mode of occurrence, and chemical and 
physical properties.” Utah Geological Survey.

Some question if Gilsonite has do to with the 
sightings and strange phenomenon. Gilsonite could 
be a contributing factor, or a desired material.

Terry Sherman is said to 
have lost 14 total heifers 
during his two years 
at the ranch. After that 
NIDS had 12 mutilated 
or missing cows on the 
ranch since they took 

over in 1996. Terry’s prized black Angus cows were 
his pride and joy, and he was furious to watch his 
usual 1-2% loss jump upwards of 20% while at the 
new ranch. It is said that he had even found his dogs 
in a similar state right before forfeiting the ranch for 
good.



“We’ve seen (the UFOs) enough and we know 
pretty much what the craft looks like, and I think 

it’s definitely associated with the cattle mutilations 
- when we see the crafts and then the cattle, we 

have problems,” Sherman said. “You talk to a lot of 
people around here that at one time or another have 

seen something they can’t explain. There’s been 
a lot of cattle mutilations, and a lot of them weren’t 

reported. Several (ranchers) told me that when they 
had a (mutilation), they called the authorities and 
the authorities couldn’t do anything, so it was just 
a waste of time and effort. I’ve got a neighbor over 
here who’s reluctant to talk but he told me they’ve 

had trouble since he was a small kid and he’s 
probably 55, he told me, `People will think you’re 

crazy but you’re not. If you are, then we both have 
the same problem.’”

Terry Sherman on Sherman Ranch, 1996



Downwinders

On July 16, 1945, the U.S military detonated the 
world’s first atomic bomb. These tests were conduct-

Although very strange and nearly implausible this 
occurrence is not so rare. The ranch owners in many 
different states all tell the same story; the animal had 
not been missing long before found, it was in good 
shape and health, there was not a drop of blood, and 
organs seem to be removed with “surgical precision”. 
The carcass is bizarrely avoided by all prey, and no 
matter the weather, decomposes at an alarmingly 
slow rate. Not a single culprit has ever been found, 
not even a hoaxer or copycat.



ed when wind patterns would blow radiation clouds 
away from Las Vegas and California but toward 
Utah, where people and livestock downwind were 
sickened.

During the 
1950s, the U.S. 
government 
continued to test 
atomic bombs 
in Nevada. They 
chose the area 
because the 
population was 
not large, and 
only thousands 
of people, not 
millions, would be effected by radiation. The wind 
patterns at the time would change this, and have 
awful, long-lasting effects. With both the people and 
land itself having been deeply harmed by the deadly 
oversight it is said that events and sightings could be 
related to the particles dropped from the sky.

Another theory related to atomic bombs is beings 
from other planets noticing our experimentation, and 
coming to either observe, or warn us.





Sightings and crafts

“Bright and shining like polished silver.”



“These objects give the impression they want to be 
seen.”

Photo by Brandon 
Fugal



The planet Venus, observation balloons, natural 
weather event, foil box kite, swamp gas and more. 
It is said to be that 90-95% of reported unidentified 
flying objects could be identified. Some sightings 
are physiological projections, some are clouds, or 
blimps, some are truly unidentifiable.

In 2020, Satellite Internet pulled data from the 
National UFO Reporting Center (NUFORC) and the 
U.S. Census to create a ranked list of UAP hotspots. 
Top contenders were Idaho, Montana, New 
Hampshire, Maine, New Mexico, Vermont



In their first interview (Salt Lake City’s Deserets 
News, 1996) then again in their second (Las Vegas 
Mercury) the Sherman’s discuss their disappeared 
cows, their sightings in the sky, and touch upon the 
paranormal. The happenings ranged, from relocated 
farm equipment to missing items from the kitchen. A 
question even the Sherman’s could never answer for 
themselves, how many factors were truly at play?

and Wyoming. Despite Utah’s reputation, it ranked 
16th in the list of states with the most sightings. 
Perhaps its constituents no longer feel the need to 
report such common occurrences.

The Paranormal



“I like to think of anomalies, mysteries as 
opportunities. And we’ll go after those mysteries, 

take the torch away from the campfire, out of 
the cave into the darkness and we’ll make some 

amazing discoveries.” Christopher Mellon, former 
deputy asst. secretary for defense for intelligence 





PRESENT



So much has changed over the years and differing 
ownership of the notorious ranch, but even more 
has remained the same. In the last several years the 
team Fugal had assembled has witnessed towers of 
light, missing time, radiation burns, cattle dropping 
dead, helicopter interference and creatures in the 
night.

The term “Skinwalker” once seldom whispered in 
the area, was trademarked in “Skinwalker Ranch” in 
2018. Many long-time enthusiasts find the History 
Channel’s involvement much too commercialized, 
which discredits the validity of the research being 
done there, for the sake of general audience 
entertainment. 

Either way, with new science, new teams and new 
equipment comes new anomalies.

“It is the most unique science experiment of its time.” 
Brandon Fugal.

The science, documentation and analytics of data 
is better than ever, which could easily mean new 
breakthroughs. But what exactly are they looking to 
find?









“I ask myself if I can crazy for thinking that the 
universe might be as strange as the skinwalker 

stories imply.” 

Frank B. Salisbury, PhD
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